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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

ENDURANCE AND 
STEADFASTNESS OF CHRIST

While we may take belief in the 
resurrection for granted, it was not always 
so for the people of Israel. For most of 
their history the people of Israel did not 
believe in an afterlife, and if they did, it 
was the shadowy afterlife of Sheol where 
even God was not praised (Psalms 6:5; 
Isaiah 38:18). Both the first reading and 
today’s Gospel give us a glimpse into 
the development of Jewish belief in the 
resurrection. In the second century BC, 
the martyrs of the Maccabean revolt found 
the strength to endure torture and death 
because they trusted that the living God 
would give their lives back to them at the 
resurrection. In Jesus’ time, this belief 
was still not widespread. The Sadducees 
were one group who found the idea of the 
resurrection to be ludicrous. The Pharisees, 
however, believed in the resurrection, 
angels and spirits (Acts 23:8).
As a preacher of the death and resurrection 
of Jesus, Paul knew better than most how 
difficult it could be to convince people of 
the truth of the Christian message. We 
hear the voice of experience when he ob-
serves that faith is not given to everyone. 
Misunderstanding and opposition were 
ever-present realities in his ministry of pro-
claiming the Good News. The Christians 
of Thessalonika are encouraged to remain 
steadfast in their faith, certain that the 
Lord is with them to guide, console and 
strengthen. Furthermore, they are called to 
support Paul’s ministry using their prayers.

Christopher Monaghan Cp

THE GOD OF THE LIVING. ‘Lord, when your glory appears, my joy will be full’ 
(Psalm response). Confident that those who live in the Lord never see each other for 
the last time, we remember at each Mass, and in a particular way during the month 
of November, our relatives and friends and all who have died: ‘welcome them into 
the light of your face’. We pray for these ‘children of the resurrection’ as others will 
someday pray for us.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Ps 87:3

Let my prayer come into your presence.
Incline your ear to my cry for help, 
O Lord.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you are the image of the 
unseen God: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. Your are the first born of all creation: 
Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
P. You are the head of the body, the Church: 
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / We 
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore 
you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks 
for your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly 
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord 
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
have mercy on us; / you take away the sins 
of the world, / receive our prayer; / you are 
seated at the right hand of the Father, / 
have mercy on us. / For you alone are the 
Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, / you 
alone are the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / 
with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God 
the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Almighty and merciful God, graciously 
keep from us all adversity, so that, 
unhindered in mind and body alike, we may 

pursue in freedom of heart the things that 
are yours. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever 
and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING 2 Macc 7:1-2, 9-14

A reading from the second book of 
Maccabees
The king of the world will receive us into life 
eternal at the resurrection.

There were seven brothers who were arrested 
with their mother. The king tried to force 
them to taste pig’s flesh, which the Law 
forbids, by torturing them with whips and 
scourges. One of them, acting as spokesman 
for the others, said, ‘What are you trying 
to find out from us? We are prepared to die 
rather than break the Law of our ancestors.’

 With his last breath the second brother 
exclaimed, ‘Inhuman fiend, you may 
discharge us from this present life, but the 
King of the world will raise us up, since it is 
for his laws that we die, to live again for ever.’

 After him, they amused themselves with 
the third, who on being asked for his tongue 
promptly thrust it out and boldly held out 
his hands, with these honourable words, ‘It 
was heaven that gave me these limbs; for the 
sake of his laws I disdain them; from him I 
hope to receive them again.’ The king and 
his attendants were astounded at the young 
man’s courage and his utter indifference to 
suffering.

 When this one was dead they subjected the 
fourth to the same savage torture. When he 
neared his end he cried, ‘Ours is the better 
choice, to meet death at men’s hands, yet 
relying on God’s promise that we shall be 
raised up by him; whereas for you there can 
be no resurrection, no new life.’

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 16:1, 5-6, 8, 15. R. v. 15

R. Lord, when your glory appears, 
my joy will be full.

1. Lord, hear a cause that is just, / pay heed 
to my cry. / Turn your ear to my prayer: / no 
deceit is on my lips. R.

2. I kept my feet firmly in your paths; / 
there was no faltering in my steps. / I am 
here and I call, you will hear me, O God. / 
Turn your ear to me; hear my words. R.
3. Guard me as the apple of your eye. / 
Hide me in the shadow of your wings. / As 
for me, in my justice I shall see your face / 
and be filled, when I awake, with the sight of 
your glory. R.

SECOND READING 2 Thess 2:16–3:5

A reading from the second letter of St Paul 
to the Thessalonians
May the Lord strengthen you in everything good 
that you do or say.

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and 
God our Father who has given us his love 
and, through his grace, such inexhaustible 
comfort and such sure hope, comfort you and 
strengthen you in everything good that you 
do or say.

 Finally, brothers, pray for us; pray that the 
Lord’s message may spread quickly, and be 
received with honour as it was among you; 
and pray that we may be preserved from the 
interference of bigoted and evil people, for 
faith is not given to everyone. But the Lord 
is faithful, and he will give you strength and 
guard you from the evil one, and we, in the 
Lord, have every confidence that you are 
doing and will go on doing all that we tell 
you. May the Lord turn your hearts towards 
the love of God and the fortitude of Christ.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Apoc 1:5, 6 

Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead;
glory and kingship be his for ever and 
ever.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 20:27-38

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Luke.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
He is not a God of the dead but of the living.
Some Sadducees – those who say that there is 
no resurrection – approached Jesus and they 
put this question to him, ‘Master, we have it 
from Moses in writing, that if a man’s married 
brother dies childless, the man must marry 
the widow to raise up children for his brother. 
Well, then, there were seven brothers. The 
first, having married a wife, died childless. 
The second and then the third married the 
widow. And the same with all the seven, they 
died leaving no children. Finally the woman 
herself died. Now, at the resurrection, to 
which of them will she be wife since she had 
been married to all seven?’

 Jesus replied, ‘The children of this world 
take wives and husbands, but those who are 
judged worthy of a place in the other world 
and in the resurrection from the dead do not 
marry because they can no longer die, for 
they are the same as the angels, and being 
children of the resurrection they are sons of 
God. And Moses himself implies that the 
dead rise again, in the passage about the bush 
where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now 
he is God, not of the dead, but of the living; 
for to him all are in fact alive.’
 The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Look with favour, we pray, O Lord, 
upon the sacrificial gifts offered here, that, 
celebrating in mystery the Passion of your 
Son, we may honour it with loving devotion. 
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE  
SUNDAYS IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna 
in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON cf. Ps 22:1-2

The Lord is my shepherd; there is 
nothing I shall want.

Fresh and green are the pastures where 
he gives me repose,

near restful waters he leads me.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Nourished by this sacred gift, O Lord, we 
give you thanks and beseech your mercy, that, 
by the pouring forth of your Spirit, the grace 
of integrity may endure in those your heavenly 
power has entered. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.
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