
First Reading:  Isaiah 5:1-7 (JB) 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
The vineyard of the Lord God of hosts is the House of Israel. 

Let me sing to my friend the song of his love for his vineyard. 
My friend has a vineyard on a fertile hillside. 
He dug the soil, cleared it of stones, and planted choice vines in it. 
In the middle he built a tower, he dug a press there too. 
He expected it to yield grapes, but sour grapes were all that it gave. 

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 
I ask you to judge between my vineyard and me. 
What could I have done for my vineyard that I have not done? 
I expected it to yield grapes. Why did it yield sour grapes instead? 

Very well, I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: 
I will take away its hedge for it to be grazed on,  
and knock down its wall for it to be trampled on. 
I will lay it waste, unpruned, undug; overgrown by the briar and the thorn. 
I will command the clouds to rain no rain on it. 
Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the House of Israel, 
and the men of Judah that chosen plant. 
He expected justice, but found bloodshed, 
integrity, but only a cry of distress. 

 

Second Reading:  Philippians 4:6-9 (JB) 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 
Do these things and the God of peace will be with you. 

There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with 
prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much greater than we can 
understand, will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, fill 
your minds with everything that is true, everything that is noble, everything that is good and 
pure, everything that we love and honour, and everything that can be thought virtuous or 
worthy of praise. Keep doing all the things that you learnt from me and have been taught by 
me and have heard or seen that I do. Then the God of peace will be with you. 
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