
 

  

5th March 2020 

 

 

 

 

All Priests and Deacons 

Diocese of Cairns 

 

 

 

 

Brothers 

 

RE: Appointments and changes within the Clergy of the Diocese of 

Cairns 

 

The Consultors and I met on Tuesday 25th February 2020 because a number of 

changes in parish appointments have become necessary – even urgent. 

I appreciate the Consultors’ advice and the readiness of priests involved to respond 

both honestly and willingly to the transfers proposed to them.  

These changes can be announced this weekend: 

TULLY/RAVENSHOE 

Friday 1st May 2020 Hilary Flynn will go from Tully as parish priest of Ravenshoe; 

Michael Szymanski will go from Atherton to take over as parish priest of Tully. 

MOSSMAN AND PORT DOUGLAS/ATHERTON-HERBERTON 

At the end of May 2020: Joby Jose will go from Mossman and Port Douglas as priest 

administrator of Atherton-Herberton; 

Dariusz Osinski move from Atherton to go as parish priest of Mossman and Port 

Douglas, while continuing with the pastoral oversight of Weipa. 

GORDONVALE 

14/15 March 2020: Roy Neervelil will become priest administrator of the Gordonvale 

parish. 
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Ltr-Pastoral re 2020 priests changes 

 

Laurie Timms will continue with the pastoral care of Cooktown, co-ordinator of 

ministries in the Gulf Region and will work with Dariusz visiting Weipa once a 

month.   

Barry Craig and Robert Greenup OSA will continue as parish priests of Malanda 

and Mareeba respectively, though some rearranging may be necessary in their areas of 

responsibility. 

Emmanuel Gyamfi has had to return to Ghana to renew his passport and visa.  This 

may take quite a few months, during this time we will have to roster for the pastoral 

care of the Torres Strait parish.   

Laurie and others are willing to cover Thursday Island on a regular basis. 

John McGrath has decided to remain at Edmonton Gardens permanently, after having 

stayed there for a trial period for a month during Karel’s recent absence for annual leave.   

For personal reasons Peter de Haas will take sabbatical leave for an indefinite period 

and asks for his privacy and and that of his family be respected. 

 

Yours truly in Christ, 

 
 

+ James Foley 

BISHOP OF CAIRNS 

 


